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religious Retreat. Here, it seems/ is the place
where harassed Americans come to recover the
joy and serenity which their manner of life denies
them elsewhere, the place, in short, to study
America in flight from herself; and even now,
when my first impressions have been radically
corrected, I feel that this was not wholly wrong.
After all there is something about these people
that suggests a population of refugees. Here
come those imbued with " the philosophy of
escape," which I heard described the other day,
by a philosopher in these parts, as the dominant
philosophy in cities farther east; men, and women
too, who endure the din, the routine and the
racket in the hope of being able to escape there-
after into a serener air; for whom business is a
means to the end of being able to retire from
business, and the place they are living in and the
life they live in it tolerable only as the necessary
point of departure for another. To all such, and
to the victims of hard climates, monotony, bore-
dom and life's contradictions in general California
is a magnet; the farmer from Iowa, tired of
ploughing and reaping the level earth; the cul-
tured Bostonian, tired of the Lowells and Cabots;
the tired meat-packer from Kansas City; the
stockbroker from New York, the banker from
Philadelphia, the newspaper magnate from
Chicago, the steel magnate from Pittsburgh, the
oil magnate from Oklahoma, a host of magnates,
and sub-magnates of every known variety; seekers